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Student Timeline

April 15	 	 Application Deadline (receiving date)

End of May		  Notification of Selection by Selection Committee

Summer		  Admission process at the chosen home university
			   (Exact date varies per chosen home university.)
			   Final admission will be contingent on matriculation at the home institution. 

Autumn		  Students will start the programme at home university
			   (Exact date varies per chosen home university.)

Semester 1	 	 Basics in Sustainable Development (at home university)

Semester 2	 	 Specialisation (recommended as mobility semester)

Semester 3	 	 Further specialisation and integration

Semester 4		  Master’s thesis

For detailed information on the academic calendar and admission procedures of the individual universities, 
please check the website at: www.jointdegree.eu
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Contact    Programme-Coordinators:

The target group are highly qualified and motivated students interested in the issue of sustai-
nable development and especially the international dimension of sustainability issues. More-
over, they should be willing and able to analyse and evaluate complex processes from the interdisciplinary 
perspective.

Admission to this Master‘s Programme is granted to persons who have completed at least 
the equivalent of a Bachelor’s or Diploma degree, and can demonstrate their research skills, 
their basic knowledge of the natural and/or social sciences, and a general insight in the sub-
ject of sustainable development and intervention strategies. A suitable preparation for natural sci-
ence tracks might include courses in physics, geology, technical sciences, biology, geography, earth sciences, 
or chemistry. And for the social science tracks, the prospective student might have had courses in human 
geography, planning, sociology, policy sciences, law, management, or economics. 
The selection committee will make a decision on a case-by-case basis to determine whether there are suffici-
ent grounds for admission.

Graduates of this International Joint Degree Programme may pursue further study or seek 
employment in a variety of professional fields, including: business management, consulting, en-
vironmental entrepreneurship, environmental policy and technology development (renewable resources, 
climate change, ecology, biodiversity, etc.), health and safety, quality management, regional and urban plan-
ning, innovation management, scientific research, training and (continuing) education.

University of Graz 		  Prof. Dr. Alfred Posch, Institute of Systems Sciences, Innovation and 
				    Sustainability Research, alfred.posch@uni-graz.at

Ca’ Foscari University Venice 	 Prof. Dr. Stefano Soriani, Department of Environmental Sciences, 
				    soriani@unive.it 

Leipzig University 		  Prof. Dr. Robert Holländer, Institute for Infrastructure and Resources 
				    Management, hollaender@wifa.uni-leipzig.de

Utrecht University 		  Prof. Dr. Peter Driessen, Department of Innovation and Environmental 
				    Science, p.driessen@geo.uu.nl 

Basel University		  Prof. Dr. Paul Burger, Program Sustainability Research, Department 
				    for Social Sciences and Philosophy, paul.burger@unibas.ch

Hiroshima University		  Prof. Dr. Takao Yamashita, Graduate School for International Development 	
				    and Cooperation, tkoyamashita@hiroshima-u.ac.jp
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About the Programme

The issue of sustainable development has high priority on the international political and 
scientific agenda. It is also a cross-boundary issue, since any problem derived from the 
relation between the environment and development will not stop at a country’s borders. 
The concept of ‘sustainable development’ has far-reaching significance. There is an in-
ternational obligation to carefully weigh the benefits of economic development against 
the environmental and social costs. 
A suitable way to address this question is to present it to talented students in an in-
ternational setting. The master’s programme in Sustainable Development is 
a prime example of a programme where sustainability issues are approached from an 
inter-disciplinary perspective. 

The focus is set on applying the competences to the question of sustaina-
ble development and the needs and possibilities of societal transformation. 
It combines the strengths and specializations in teaching and top research 
of six partner universities, thereby offering the students a programme re-
cognized in the countries of the consortium partners and the possibility of 
going on to PhD-studies as well as increasing the employability in the pri-
vate, public and semi-public sector.

Partner Universities

• University of Graz, Austria
• Ca’ Foscari University Venice, Italy
• Leipzig University, Germany
• Utrecht University, The Netherlands
• associated partner: Basel University, Switzerland
• associated partner: Hiroshima University, Japan

 
Outline of the Programme
 

The Master’s Programme comprises 120 ECTS credits corresponding to a period of study of at 
least four semesters or two years. 60 ECTS credits have to be earned at the home university. Students 
are required to complete at least 30 ECTS credits at one of the partner universities. 
ECTS credit points are based on the total time investment a course or module requires in principle, including 
both classroom contact hours and individual study.

Obligatory semester abroad

The mobility semester can be spent at any of the consortium partners as well as at the associa-
ted partners Basel University (Switzerland) and Hiroshima University (Japan).
Students are advised to spend the specialisation track in the 2nd semester at a partner university, as all  
partner universities offer at least one specialisation track in English. Students can also apply to spend the 3rd 

or 4th semester abroad, where it cannot be guaranteed that tracks are offered in English.
Places are allocated by the admission committee according to available resources.

 
Application & Admission 

Nähere Informationen über Zulassungsvoraussetzungen und das Bewerbungsformular unter:

Students interested in the programme apply to one of the consortium part-
ners as their home university (check website for application procedure) but will 
be able to draw on the expertise and focus of all the partners in the context of the joint 
degree programme.

Since large parts of the programme, especially the specialization tracks chosen for the 
mobility semester, are conducted in English, students whose first language is not English 
must demonstrate a high level of competence in English through the provision of a lan-
guage certificate.

Selection criteria

• Bachelor Degree or equivalent
• Grade Point Average (GPA) or average mark 
• Motivation letter 
• Recommendation letters

www.jointdegree.eu

Compulsory subjects (1st semester)

Basics in Sustainable Development

Restricted electives (2nd semester) One track to be chosen from the following options:

Climate & Environmental Change (Graz)

Energy & Resources (Utrecht)

Environmental Evaluation and Management (Venice, Italian only)

Environmental Policy and Management (Utrecht)

Environmental Technology (Leipzig)

Integrated Coastal Zone Management (Venice)

International and European Environmental Law (Utrecht)

Land use & Biodiversity (Utrecht)

Marine Environment (Venice, Italian only)

Renewable Resources (Graz)

Resources Management (Leipzig)

Sustainability: The Social Dimension (Basel)

Sustainable Business Management (Graz)

Sustainable Development Science & Technology (Hiroshima)

Sustainable Urban & Regional Development (Graz)

Technologies and Control of the Environment (Venice, Italian only)

Terrestrial Environment (Venice, Italian only)

Compulsory subjects and electives (3rd semester)

Integration Module and further specialisation

Master’s thesis and defence (4th semester)


